[Confidence and fear of the doctor when meeting the suicidal patient (author's transl)].
In the encounter with the suicidal patient, the doctor enters a field of emotional high tension. He seeks to protect himself against the fear which agressive and destructive tendencies arouse in him by measures which are, in many respects, questionable. The doctor can only find real confidence when faced with a suicidal patient if he perceives his own insecurity and fears. Consequently the treatment of the suicidal patient becomes a permanent balancing act. In describing here three important polarities an attempt is made to make this risk of the attitude of suspense and the therapeutic possibilities arising from it intelligible.